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Mahsa Amini, who also went by the name
Jina, was a 22-year-old woman from the
western city of Saqqgez in Iran’s Kurdistan
province. Her father is an employee in a
government organization and her mother
is a housewife. She attended Taleghani
Girls' High School in Saqgez, graduating in
2018. At the time of her death, Amini had
just been admitted to university, aiming to
become a lawyer. Iranian morality police
detained her outside a metro station in
Tehran in September 2022 and took her
into custody. Mahsa was beaten while
being transported to a detention centre.
Mahsa died in an Iranian hospital after
spending three days in a coma. Mahsa's
cousin, was the first member of Amini's
family to speak to the media after her
death. He debunked claims by the Iranian
government that Amini was involved in
any politics. Instead, Mahsa has been
described as having been a "shy, reserved
resident" of her hometown who avoided
politics, was never politically active as a
teenager, and was not an activist. Amini's
family have described her as having no
prior health conditions, and as being a
healthy 22-year-old, contrasting the claims
made by the Iranian government that she
possessed prior health conditions. After
reports of the horrific incident emerged
(thanks in part to reporters Niloofar
Hamedi and Elahe Mohammadi, whom the
Iranian regime has since jailed), protests
erupted across Iran. They were led by

women who tore off their hijabs, cut their
hair and adopted a rallying cry of “women,
life, freedom?”

Protests against the compulsory hijab have
been common since 1979. One of the
largest protests took place between 8 and
14 March 1979, beginning on International
Women's Day, a day after hijab rules were
introduced by the Islamic Republic.
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Protests against mandatory hijab rules
continued, such as during the 2019-2020

protests, when protesters attacked a
Guidance Patrol van and freed two
detained women. In 2020, two

representatives of Iranian government
leader Ali Khamenei separately said that
improperly veiled women should be made
to feel "unsafe". The representatives later
backtracked and said that their comments
were misunderstood. Among the general
population, an independent survey
conducted in the same year showed that
58% of Iranians did not believe in hijab
altogether, and 72% were against
compulsory hijab rules. Only 15% insisted
on the legal obligation to wear it in public.
the protests in Iran, which have spread to
more than 80 cities in Iran, have led to
hundreds of arrests, including numerous
journalists, and violence against protesters.
Internet access remains limited in the
country as the Iranian government strictly
regulates its usage. Those analyzing the
country’s protests say that the movement

JPPO REGIME

#MahsaAmini
FREEDOM FOR IR4
REGIME CHANGE
IN IRAN

£

WOMEN LIFE FREEDON : CHANGE cﬁﬂﬁ:

likely won't die down soon. Since protests
began in mid-September, it's unclear how
many people have died at the hands of
police during the protests. Iran Human
Rights reported that by December 2022 at
least 476 people had been killed by
security forces attacking protests across
the country. Amnesty International
reported that Iranian security forces had, in
some cases, fired into groups with live
ammunition and had in other cases killed
protesters by beating them with batons.
The power of Mahsa’s death is what started
as an outcry against the regime's
treatment of women has evolved into a
revolutionary movement calling for
regime change, recognized throughout
the world. Mahsa’s name has not only
become synonymous with the theocratic
government’s repression of its citizens, it’s
also transformed into a hashtag that, as of
December 30, had been used more than
500 million times.

“Mahsa Amini is now a global symbol
for freedom, not justin Iran,”
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Blueprint For
Revolution

by Matthew Miller and Srda Popovic

The word “revolution” usually stirs up
images of barricades and armed struggle.
It doesn't have to be this way, however.
From Gandhi’s successful struggle against
the British to the overthrow of Serbian
dictator Slobodan MiloSevi¢, nonviolent
revolutionary movements have proven
effective in changing the world for the
better. The Blueprint for Revolution book
will take you on a journey through
successful nonviolent strategies that
political activists like author Srdja Popovic
have used to overthrow dictators, stand up
to power and fight back against
oppression. It doesn't matter if you're a
hardened activist or simply a concerned
citizen - the methods outlined here can be
used by anyone, anywhere, to bring about
democratic change.

Idea #1: Start a revolution by picking a
battle you can win

During its infancy, any revolutionary
movement is relatively unknown to the

public, which makes it difficult to build a
following. That’s why movements need to
make names for themselves before they
can draw in the crowds. The most effective
strategy is picking small, winnable battles.
Some of the most powerful nonviolent
revolutions in recent history were
launched in precisely this way. Just take
Gandhi’s long march to an independent
India. It began with a smaller journey that
has since been dubbed the Salt March of
1930. This action was a response to the
high taxes on salt imposed by the British
Empire. Knowing that salt was a necessity
for everyone, Gandhi began a month-long
march to the sea, at the end of which he
would extract salt from the water. By the
time his journey reached its end, Gandhi
had been joined by 12,000 others. The
British were caught off guard and were
forced to drop the salt tax. Launching his
movement in this way gave Gandhi access
to momentum and fame that helped him



win bigger fights down the line. So, small
victories are key, but what about speeches?
Although many believe you must have
inspiring speeches to affect social change,
it's about far more than that. Just take
Harvey Milk, an American politician and
the first openly gay person to be elected to
public office in the United States. As he
began his political career, Milk thought
that the way to acquire followers was to
give speeches about the things that
mattered to him. However, this strategy
didn’t pan out, and he lost two elections.
Learning from his failures, he revised his
strategy and began campaigning about
something that everyone in his home city
of San Francisco cared about: the dog poop
that plagued the city’s parks. In the end,
the campaign was hugely successful. Milk
made a name for himself, and in 1977 he
was elected to local government.

Key Idea #2: Successful political
movements use inspiring visions to
promise a better future.

Movements are built to inspire action, but
that'’s easier said than done. To really get
people moving, you need a vision of the
future that your followers can support. In
the case of the Serbian Otpor! movement,
this dream focused on openness to the
world, a powerful aspiration that led to the
overthrow of the country’s dictator,
Slobodan MiloSevi¢. Here’s the story:

After the fall of communist Yugoslavia,
MiloSevic rose to power in Serbia, installing
an authoritarian regime. The dictatorship
banned all foreign music and began a
propaganda campaign against Serbia’s
neighbors. Otpor! was born in this volatile
climate. The young members of this group
were set on being able to explore and
enjoy the cultures of other countries as

they had wunder communism. They
envisioned a Serbia that was open to the
world. While their movement never held
political office, they did help overthrow
Milosevic in 2000. As a result, Serbia is now
a much more open place. A similar
example can be found in the South Asian
island nation of the Maldives. There, the
opposition’s vision of pulling low-income
citizens out of poverty gave them the
boost they needed to rise to power. In
2008, when the Maldives were preparing
for their first democratic election in 30
years, the political party opposed to the
Maldivian dictator, Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom, was searching for a vision that
would galvanize voters. To get a better
sense of what this vision might be, one
member of the group, Imran Zahir, took a
trip through the country. During his
travels, he passed through several remote
islands populated by elderly people with
nothing to do but stare at the ocean. They
had no jobs and were completely
dependent on their children for food and
medicine. It was immediately clear that
they needed financial assistance and
healthcare. In the end, a campaign was
mounted for a Maldives with a public
welfare system for pensions and health
care. By presenting this vision to voters -
along with a free serving of rice pudding -
the opposition attained victory in the 2008
elections.

Key Idea #3: To topple a dictator,
identify and challenge the structures
that support him or her.

In 1973, a political science professor
named Gene Sharp introduced a
cutting-edge theory. He postulated that
every regime is propped up by a handful of
supports that he called the pillars of power.



If you apply sufficient pressure to one or
more of these pillars, the regime will
topple. The same logic can be applied to
any institution. Just take large
corporations. Their pillars of power are
shareholders and the media outlets that
influence stock prices through their
reporting. Or consider a small African
village, for which the pillars of power might
be tribal elders. Institutions like political
parties are supported by multiple pillars of
power from favorably viewed leaders to
friendly news sources. But in the case of
dictators, the single most important pillar
of power is economic. After all, every
despot needs money to amass his armies
and spread propaganda. When the bank
runs dry, the dictator is unable to defend
his regime and it becomes vulnerable to
collapse. That's why the first thing

)
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a movement should do is identify the
sources of financial support the dictator
draws on, and neutralize them. For
instance, Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad
gets most of his money from foreign
investments. If a movement could force
foreign firms to close operations in Syria,
Assad would become vulnerable.

Some nonviolent activist groups in Syria
tried to expose the way these businesses
were cooperating with the regime,
attempting to earn them some bad press
that affected their profits. The activists
hoped that eventually the firms would
decide that doing business with Syria did
more harm than good to their bottom line.
Unfortunately, this effort was cut short by
the vicious civil war that erupted.

Wait for the next part of this article from
the blueprint of revolution book!
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https://soundcloud.com/shervinine/baraye?ref=clipboard&p=i&c=0&si=B4060C8220CB47A4957A0847F439BA49&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/yenglishtube/sets/wokmcdpw6mqe?ref=clipboard&p=i&c=1&si=C38C115AB3454A4F904862B0E4B7788D&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
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